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The BodySnatcher Gripping Tool 
is a clamp assembly designed to 
mate with a standard 
“Universal” hot stick tool.

Used in pairs, they serve as a 
means to install a “Transmission 
Class”  ClampStar® component  
on an energized line using hot 
sticks. 

NOTE:  Installation requires 
TWO BodySnatcher gripping
Units and TWO linemen.

Transmission Class



Body Snatcher Installation Instruction

Rev 1 2



Body Snatcher Installation Instruction
Transmission Class

Rev 1 3

Attach a standard “Universal Stick” to the Body Snatcher Tool by positioning it inward of center on each 
end of the ClampStar unit (Two Body Snatcher Tools are required), one on each end.  They should be 
positioned to assure sufficient clearance is available for the IK100G tool used to insert the head.  In the 
center of the head (illustrated later) is a 3/8 threaded hole, into which the IK100G tool will be inserted. 
Attach the Body Snatcher to the body by rotating the Universal Stick.  Ensure the body is aligned evenly 
on the angle features as shown in figure 1.   Tighten only enough to ensure the unit will not slip while 
being raised into position on the conductor.  Note the Clamp/Body engagement shown in Figure 1.
DO NOT tighten to the point of deforming the ClampStar body!
NOTE:  This is easily done from the bucket with the sticks hanging down.  Alternately, assistants on the 
ground can attach the sticks and pass up to the bucket.

Figure 1
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Raise the body snatcher to the conductor using the universal stick and place on the line.  
Recognizing that both linemen must work together on this, it is best to position the 
bucket with sufficient clearance below the line, then “hand over hand” slowly and 
evenly raise the ClampStar up, assuring you maintain sufficient hand clearance before 
the ClampStar is within arcing distance to the energized line.
Once the unit is positioned on the line, it will hang by gravity with the sticks.  If one stick 
is removed, which is permissible, assure the other lineman maintains a grip on the 
remaining stick to steady the movement, making it easier to install the head.
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There is the 3/8”  hole located in the head.  
Attach the gripper paw IK100G into the head, screwing it in until it firmly 
seats against the heads of the fasteners.  Attach a universal stick to the 
IK100G securely, and assure the assembly is snug against the screws in the 
head such that the head will not rotate when moved about.
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Raise the head and slide into body fully to the 
stop, ensuring proper alignment.  



Tighten towards the insulator

Tighten Fasteners

Tighten fasteners in a linear fashion, beginning on the end away from the tower and working toward the insulator in 
a linear fashion, equivalent to the number of layers of aluminum stranding over the core. For example, if this 
conductor has 3 layers of aluminum stranding over 7 steel core strands. Optimally, torque each fastener in 
succession, 3 times, with the 3rd application of torque continuing until the head shears off. This will occur at 55 
lbf/ft (75Nm). In the event one or two of the fasteners shears off before the final pass, simply continue with the 
operation in the same manner.  

Note:  For Full tension connectors, black 
caps can be removed to allow tool 
clearance but do not tighten these 
fasteners at this time.
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